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2 .

RULES .

1. Short title and commencement.—(1) These rules may be called the
Kerala Sweet Toddy (NEERA) Rules, 2014,

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions.—In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(®
(b)

©

GV

©

)

“Act”, means the Abkari Act 1 of 1077;

“Applicant” means the Coconut Producers Society/Committee,
Coconut Producers Federation registered under Coconut
Development Board, the bonafide jaggery tappers, the Kerala State
Beverages (Manufacturing and Marketing) Corporation Limited,
Kerala Agriculturc University, Agro Industries Corporation and
Coconut Development Corporation;

“Agro Industrics Corporation” means the Kerala Agro Industrics
Corporation Limited incorporated under the Companies Act, 1956
(Central Act 1 of 1956);

“Coconut Development Corporation” means the Kerala State
Coconut Development Corporation incorporated under the
Companies Act 1956, (Central Act 1 of 1956);

“Coconut Development Board (CDB)” means the Board established
under the Coconut Development Board Act, 1979 (Central Act 5 of
1979);

“Coconut Producers Socicty (CPS)/Committec” means an
association of 40 to 100 coconut farmers in a contiguous arca,
registercd as a society and subscquently registered with the
Coconut Development Board;

“Coconut Producers Federation (CPF)” means a union of 10 to 25
Coconut Producers Soecictics, registered as a Socicty and

- subsequently registered with Coconut Development Board;

“Form” means the forms appended to these rules;

“Joint Commissioner of Excisc” means an officer in charge of an
Excise Zone and includes any officer appointed by the Government
under clause (b) of section 4 of the Act authorized to exercise the
powers and to perform the functions of a Joint Commissioner of
Excise under these rules;

7

‘ Form No. 1
[See sub-rule (3) of rule 4]

[The Kerala Sweet Toddy (NEERA) Rules, 2014]

APPLICATION FOR OBTAINING PRIVILEGES OF MANUFACTURL,
POSSESSION, PROCESSING OF SWEET TODDY (NELERAY
PRODUCTION OF VALUE ADDED PRODUCTS

1. Name of the Applicant

2. Specify whether the applicant is a
Coconut Produeers Society/or
Committee/Coconut Producers
Federation/or others

3. Whether the applicant is registered
with the Coconut Devclopment
Board (If applicable)

4. Whether the applicant is convicted
of ‘any Abkari offence or any
criminal offence and sentenced to
imprisonment for more than
three years

5. Whether any Abkari arrears
pending against the Applicant

6. Whether the Applicant has any
arrcars towards Toddy Workers
Welfare Fund. If yes, state whether
the arrcars as on December 31st
of the preceding year has been
remitted

7. Number of Tappers employed
by the Applicant -

8. Number of Members in the Socicty
with the number of trees available
for tapping

9. Recommendation of the Coconut
Development Board. (If applicable)

DECLARATION

I/We hereby declare that the informations furnished above arc true or
correet to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Place:
Date: Name and signature of the Applicant.
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(6) No licence to tap sweet toddy (Neera) shall be issued to any 8&%
shopkeeper or to any tapper cmployed by such shopkecper.

() No Ncera or its value added products shall be manufactured or
distributed without a licence obtained under these rules.

4. Conditions for issue of Licence.~—(1) No applicant is cligible for the
privilege, if he is convicted for any offence under the Abkari Act 1 of 1077 and
rules made thercunder or any other criminal offencc and scntenced to
imprisonment for morc than threc ycars.

(2) The applicant is liable to pay contribution to the Toddy Workers
Welfare Fund Board, unless he produces from the Welfare Fund Inspector
concerned, a certificate to the effcct that he has remitted the arrcars of
contributions payable up to the 31st day of December of the preceding year.

(3) The application for the grant of licence shall be madc in Form .Zo.H
to the Deputy Commissioner of Excisc of the Division oogo:.,na. On nomo%.p of
the application, the Deputy Commissioner of Excise shall verify the application,
and if the conditions prescribed for the grant of licence are found to have been
complied with, he shall issue the licence in Form No.l, mvvn.banm to these rules.
The Deputy Commissioner of Excise may rcject the application for rcasons
rccorded in writing.

(4) The Deputy Commissioner of Excise shall at once take nccessary

: reas after the i 1i e, The trces shall be
steps for marking of the trees, after the issuc of licence. The tre

marked by an officer not below the rank of an Excise F.mvno”oh Zmonmme\
permits shall be issucd by the Deputy Commissioner of Excisc .moq tapping. ,.;o
applicants shall point out to thc marking officer, the trees applied for B.mnwim,
without any dclay and if the trees arc not pointed out even after duc nocoo, Eo
Deputy Commissioner of Excisc in his discretion can cancel the licence if],
already granted.

nc

(5) The liccnsee shall engage only tappers rcgistercd S_E the Kcrala
Toddy Workers Welfare Fund Board for tapping Necera. If mzwmo_ﬂ.:.czavn_. of
such tappers are not available, the licensce can engage anam technicians W.S. the
purpose. Provided that they shall also be registered with the Kerala Toddy
Workers Welfare Fund Board.

6) Tree Tax is cxempted for drawing sweet toddy (Neera).

[ ]

. (7) Only onc trce tapping liccnce will be granted to an applicant,
irrespective of the number of trees applied for. The maximum numbcr of trecs

that can be conveniently tapped by one licensce is as prescribed below,
namely:---

5

1. Coconut — 20
2. Palmyrah —_— 0
3. Choondappana — 10

The Deputy Commissioner of Excisc may at his discrction on allow a larger
number of trecs than the maximum prescribed.

(8) Applications shall be reccived, licences issucd and trees marked
during the month preceding the year for which they are required to take cffect
from the beginning of such year, provided that no sweet toddy (Neera) shall be
drawn, cxcept during the currency of such licence. The licensces shall not tap
any tree in excess of the number for which he has applicd for or is licensed. to
tap, nor shall he be allowed to tap for fermented toddy.

(9) No tree shall be tapped or sweet toddy (Nccra) shall be drawn from
any trce, or any pot be attached for the purposc, until the trecs have been
marked by the authoriscd officer in accordance with these rules; provided that
the Deputy Commissioner of Excisc may, where he considers nccessary to do so,
permit applicants, as a conccssion, to begin operations of tapping and drawing
Necra (Sweet Toddy) in anticipation of issuance of the licence and marking of
trees. Such concessional tapping and drawing shall, however, be subscquent to
the date of the application, and can do so only on the authority of a temporary
licence granted by the Deputy Commissioner of Excise. The trees so tapped
shall be only thosc trces mentioned in the application and not otherwise.

(10) Necra tappers shall neither transport Ncera to a toddy shop nor
conduct sale of Neera.

5. Procedure for taking samples of Neera from manufactory.—Excise
Officers not below the rank of Excise Inspector shall at any timc take samples
from the Necra drawn and also from processed Necra kept ready for sale in the
manufactory and subjcct it to chemical analysis in the Chemical Examiner’s
Laboratories so as to ensurc that it is fit for consumption and does not contain
any alcohol. The samples shall be taken in two bottlcs labelled as ‘A’ and ‘B’
and in each bottlc 300 ml of Ncera shall be collccted. The bottlc marked as ‘A’
shall be sent to the Chemical Examiner for chemical analysis and ‘B’ sample shall
bc handed over to the licensee for safc custody. While taking the samplcs, in
addition to the scal of the officer concerned, the scal of the licensec or his
representatives shall also be affixed, if the licensee desires so.
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Explanatory- Note ‘

(This does not form part of the notification, but is intended to indicate its
general purport.) ’

As per G. O.(Ms.) No.160/2013/TD dated 23rd September, 2013, the
Government have given permission for the manufacture and distribution of Neera
and its value added products, subject to the provisions specified in the said
Government Order. The Government vide G. 0. (Ms.) No.17/2014/TD dated 3rd
February, 2014 have modified the above said Order and gave permission for the
manufacture and distribution of Neera and its value added products, to the
bonafide jaggery tappers, Kerala State Beverages (Manufacturing and Marketing)
Corporation Limited, Coconut Producers Socicty/Committec and Coconut
Producers Federation registered under the Coconut Development Board, Kerala
Agriculture University, Agro Industries Corporation and Coconut Development
Corporation. Hence Government have decided to issuc these rules by
superseding the cxisting rules for the issue of licences for drawing sweet toddy

(NEERA). :

The notification is intended to achicve the above object.
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9 .
‘ The sweet toddy (Ncera) shall be drawn only between 6 am. and 6 p.m.

(6) No Swect Toddy (Ncera) drawn under this licence shall be issued to a
toddy shop.

(7} The licensce shall maintain day to day truc accounts of transactions in
such registers as may be prescribed from time to time by the Excise
Commissioner and shall furnish such information and statistics as may

’ be called for by any officer of the Excisc Department, not below the rank
of Excise Inspector.

v (8) The licensce shall not leasc out, scll or otherwisc transfer his licence
under any circumstances.

9 Infraction of any of the rules or conditions of this licence cither by the
licensee or by any person in his cmployment shall entail on the licensce
or his agent or both a finc of ¥ 1,000 (Rupees One Thousand Only)or
canccllation of licence or both. An officer of and above the rank of
Deputy Commissioner of Excisc shall be competent to impose all or any

of the above penalties.

SCHEDULE SHOWING THE BOUNDARIES OF THE LICENCED PREMISES

Taluk, g
Village, Bulx\;dmg Bounded on the
0.
Muri
North by | East by | South by | West by
¢
iy ;
* Place: - Deputy Commissioner of Excisc.
. Date :

By order of the Govemnor,

A. AntH KUMAR,
Secretary to Government.

33/811/2014/DTP.



